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overwhelmingly increases the
tisk of lung cancer in a person
exposed to asbestos, but there’s
no way to'tell whether the
disease is tobacco-related.
Moving tabacco trust funds to
Libby would be “a 1ough seli,”

Instead, she and other state
health officials voiced sirong
support for the notion of -
<reating » “white ung” _
at the federal level, similar to the
“black lung” compensation fund
that pays coal miners disabled by
their work. Martz said she’ll call
1.5, Health and Human Services
Secretary Tommy Thompson to
discuss that idea and others, and
she ofiered her office staff to
help pursue funding alternatives.

. Martz alsa bemoaged the
. -recent decision of a Washington, consultants that we ost,” said

“We had some fine

D.C., lobbying finn to turn down  Mariz -

a contract with the state, saying
the lobbyists could have helped
find money for Libby. Denny
Mifler McBee Assoc. rejected a
Montana contract offer after
recent press reports exposed

" The governor's office decided
to cancel the bidding process on
its Washingion, D.C., lobbyist
for this year, rejecting five other
firms who wanted the job.
However, Martz saidl, the siate

potential bidding problems and a  will hire a Capitol Hitl lobbyist

closer-than-known reiationship
between Martz and the tirm's
Montana lawyer, Mark Baker.

for the pest budget evde.
ST wiil by @ Ky issue that
we'll have them working on,”
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said Martz. -
The first part of tackling

Libby's health-care problems will ~

be figuring just how big they dre
and how much money is needed,
all agreed, Maggie Bullock,
heatth policy administratos for
the Department of Public Health
and Human Services, said she
will inquire
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the specilic needs of Libby.
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Martz voiced strong -
support for the notion. -
of creating a "white
lung” program at the
Jederal level, similar to
the “black lung”
compensarion fund that
Pt coal numens

disabled by their work.




